
The existing conditions, structural integrity and 

reuse is now being explored for the vacant,  
Greek Revival-style building on Hay Street and 
Ross Avenue that once served as a passenger 
station for the PA Railroad.  Built in 1916, but 
vacant since the early 1960s, the Wilkinsburg 
Train Station building was designated as a local 
historic landmark in 1984.  Over the past several decades the building has deteriorated 

and will require substantial renovation before it can be put back to productive reuse. 
 
The Redevelopment Authority of Allegheny County (RAAC) acquired the building in 
February 2008, and has been working with The Borough of Wilkinsburg to study the cur-
rent conditions and explore possibilities for its redevelopment.  Besides having historical 
significance, it occupies a strategic location, lying adjacent to a Martin Luther King, Jr., 
East Busway stop, for express rides to and from downtown Pittsburgh and other points 

west, and it serves as a gateway for the Wilkinsburg business district heading east.  
  
In November 2009, Pittsburgh architectural firm EDGE studio was selected out of 11 firms 
responding to a Request for Proposals by RAAC to conduct a feasibility study with several 
project partners.  EDGE will examine and assess the current conditions of the building, and 
will do preliminary work on potential redevelopment uses and costs.  Funds for this study 
are being provided through RAAC (through a combination of Community Development 

Block Grant funds and funding from the Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission). 
 
The study began in January and includes an environmental site assessment, an engineer-
ing site survey, and a structural analysis of the building, incorporating architectural and 
historic preservation standards.  It will include new drawings, building stabilization recom-
mendations, cost estimates for renovation, and recommendations for its reuse.  Previous 

studies and new input from the community are being incorporated into the study.   
 
The former Train Station is a one-story granite, marble, brick, and masonry building of approxi-
mately 4,400 square feet, which occupies a half-acre lot.  The wood deck roof structure is now 
dilapidated with gaping holes throughout.  An ornate overhang  is in front.  Double-hung win-
dows are wood and some metal.  The building’s main central section has two “wings,” a rear 
section, and a full basement.  The interior finish is somewhat ornate and includes tile floors, 

exposed brick, marble, or granite walls, and plaster ceilings with a central light well.   
 
Recent responses from community residents and stakeholders for potential reuses were 
similar to a survey by Heinz School students from Carnegie Mellon University, as part of a 

2004 “Revitalization Research Report” examining potential reuses for the building.   
 

Once this feasibility study is completed, RAAC and the Borough of Wilkinsburg will review 

it and then determine the appropriate next steps.   
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Thursday 4/1 
Business District Safety Meeting 
8:30am -10:00am  
WCDC Office 
1001 Wood St. 
 

Thursday 4/22 
WCDC Design Committee 
6:00PM—7:30PM 
WCDC Office 
1001 Wood St. 
 

Saturday 4/24 
WCDC Board Meeting  
9am -12pm Wilkinsburg School Admin. Building  
718 Wallace Avenue 
 

Additional meetings will be posted at: 
www. wilkinsburgcdc.org 
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