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  A FULL SCHEDULE FOR 2010 

 

The end of 2009 marks the Wilkinsburg Community Development Corporation's first full operating year and it's been a year full of  
progress for the WCDC and Wilkinsburg. Work this year has established the organization's structure, expanded its community 
participation, and kicked off programming efforts that are already having a positive impact on the Borough. 
 
Wilkinsburg Borough Mayor John A. Thompson, who serves as WCDC President, acknowledges the importance of this past year's 
efforts. "The founding of our Community Development Corporation was an important start, and as we've worked together this year, 

we've continued to make progress that is substantial and positive for our residents, businesses and community partners."  
 
WCDC successes include over $140,000 in grants and over $47,000 in contributions from Wilkinsburg businesses, organizations and 
residents, with local commitments and pledges totaling $93,000. WCDC fundraising efforts have allowed the organization to expand 

capacity by hiring their first interim executive director, Jim Butler, as well as securing professional consulting resources for 
communications support and an expanded fundraising effort.  
 
Program initiatives rolled out in 2009 include a systematic focus on improvements to the business district with a pro-active agenda 
that has attracted support and participation from 18 Wilkinsburg businesses. First program initiatives included the development of 
design specifications for the business district, start-up of the business facade grant program, and spearheading the development of a 
commercial tax abatement program to encourage property investment and improvements. Distribution of new, well-designed trash 

cans in the district and the launch of a holiday decoration program continues this forward momentum in the business district. 
 
WCDC 2009 efforts included important first-phase programming designed to support community residents and homeowners as well. 

A second tax abatement program was developed and launched with the Borough government and school system, designed to 
encourage improvements to residential properties, and WCDC began its first year program of rehabilitation of community parklets. 
 
Other important initiatives include developing the application for state Main Street designation and creation of a neighborhood  
revitalization plan and application for Neighborhood Partnership Program (NPP) funding from Pennsylvania's Department of  
Community and Economic Development. 
 
"It seems like we've been at it for quite a while, but when I realize that this is just our organization's first full year, it's clear just how 

much we have accomplished in that short time," remarked Mayor Thompson. 
 

A Full Year of WCDC Progress 

The WCDC will continue to develop as an organization and expand their community 

work next year with a range of activities.  
 
First on the schedule is a new storefront office and service center on Penn Avenue 

in the heart of the business district, with renovations on the space currently  
underway. Planning has started for a new Sprout Fund public mural, continued 
improvements to neighborhood parklets, plus an expanded communications 
program that includes support for neighborhood businesses. Other plans include 
upgraded street lights, business district banners, a community sustainability plan, a 

community fundraiser event, a business district street team, and the hiring of a  
permanent executive director. 


