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Printing provided by: 

LionWorks Printing  & Graphics 

At The Western Pennsylvania School For The Deaf 

Special thanks to the following organizations 

for their support and assistance: 
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Wilkinsburg Community Development Corporation 
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Public Agencies 
 

PA Department of Community &  

Economic Development  
 
Representative Joseph Preston, Jr 
 
Allegheny County  Department  of 

Economic Development 
 
Borough of Wilkinsburg 
 
Wilkinsburg Municipal Authority  
 
Wilkinsburg Borough Commercial and  

Industrial Development Authority 

Business Support  
 
Catered Elegance 

Delta Development 
Flynn Construction                                                                                                                    

Glenn Engineering 

James Floral 

Kenyon Jewelers 

Khan Medical Associates 

Mercury Printing 

Pittsburgh Dry Cleaners & Furriers Inc. 

Stanton Electric 

Steel City Vacuum 

Wilkinsburg Beverage 

Organizational Support 
 
Hosanna House     

Kiwanis Club of Wilkinsburg 

Nine Mile Run Watershed Association  

Rotary Club of Wilkinsburg 

South Avenue United Methodist Church  

Second United Presbyterian Church 

Western Pennsylvania School for the Deaf 

Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce  

Wilkinsburg School District 

Corporations & Foundations 
 
Tri-State Capital Bank    
Landmarks Community Capital Corporation  

PNC Foundation    

Pittsburgh Partnership for Neighborhood Development 

Dominion Foundation  

Individual Support 
  
Evan Aiello & Richard Hawkinberry  

Donna Bour 

Larry J. Brandyburg 

Jim & Bonnie Butler  

Tracey  & Christopher Evans  

Katie Hespenheide  

John & Virginia Irwin  

Pamela Macklin  

Jan & Judy Maczka  

Barbara Nicholas  

Leslie Patterson  

James B. Richard  

William Schenck III 

Albert C. Schubert 

Mindy Joy Schwartz 

Mayor John Thompson 

Clark Walter 

Ralph Yearick 

 
  HOW YOU CAN HELP— 
 

You can help to revitalize Wilkinsburg  

by sending a tax-deductible contribution to: 

 

WCDC 

1001 Wood St. 

Wilkinsburg, PA  15221 
 

The Wilkinsburg Community Development Corporation is a non–profit organization declared tax-exempt by the federal government  
(under section 501 c 3 of the IRS code) and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  A copy of our official registration may be obtained from the 

Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll free from within Pennsylvania 800-732-0999.  Registration does not imply endorsement.  
 All donations to the Wilkinsburg Community Development Corporation are tax deductible to the full extent of the law. 

Since the founding of the  
Wilkinsburg Community 
Development Corporation in 2007, 
our primary goal has been to create 
improvement in the Wilkinsburg  
community and business district by 
attracting development and   
addressing safety concerns.  

During 2009, our first full year of operations at the WCDC, we 
have seen some exciting improvements in both of of these 
areas as we’ve engaged Wilkinsburg residents,  
business owners, property owners and community volunteers 
in the planning process.  
 
I want to take a moment to point out a few highlights from our 
WCDC work in 2009 that are of particular importance to our 
community:  
 

We've begun to make clear progress improving safety in 
our business district. Our Borough Police Chief, 
Ophelia Coleman, has started monthly public safety 
meetings with businesses and property owners and 
the Borough has acquired new camera systems that 
provide for safety and security.  

 
We've worked with the Borough to execute several 

pieces of legislation this year to address blight  
 issues, to create incentives for investment in our  
 community, to improve public safety, set design  
 standards and to strengthen our laws around  
 nuisance properties and code violations. 

 
We're bringing back a traditional holiday celebration in 

our business district, including a window decorating 
contest, a Holiday Light Up Night, a Holiday Parade 
and a School District Chorale Concert. – We’re very 
excited to get all the community engaged in these 
celebrations! 

 
I would like to thank the over 100 community volunteers, our 
Board of Directors, grantees and partners for all of their hard 
work. I hope that we can count on your commitment to join us 
as we move closer to our vision of an attractive, revitalized, 
Business District. 
 
Folks believe in Wilkinsburg and I'm excited about the  
positive response. Thank you for your continued support of 
our community. I look forward to a very productive 2010! 
 
 
 

Mayor John A. Thompson 
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     As a registered non-profit corporation, Wilkinsburg Community Development Corporation (WCDC) 
is in partnership with the business community, property owners, and residents of Wilkinsburg to foster 
economic development and improve the business corridor and quality of life within its boundaries by 
supporting existing businesses, attracting new businesses, and creating a flourishing commercial and 
retail environment in Wilkinsburg. 
 
 2009 WCDC successes include $429,500 in grants and over $47,000 in contributions from 
Wilkinsburg businesses, organizations and residents.  Future commitments and pledges total $93,000 
with support and participation from 18 businesses in Wilkinsburg.  
      
Four committees have been formed to revitalize our Business District:   
 
The Design Committee is working to create a unified, vibrant business district by pursuing Façade 
Improvement Grants to update storefronts, partner with Nine Mile Run Watershed Association to plant 
and maintain healthy street trees, design gateway signs, secure vacant buildings and support public 
art installations. 
 
The Economic Restructuring Committee is concentrating on providing an optimal amount of goods 
and services by conducting business and consumer surveys, creating a ―one-stop shop‖ to provide 
assistance for growing and start-up businesses, establishing an E-Commerce Wilkinsburg website, 
pursuing tax incentives for new and expanding businesses, developing a business incubator program 
and connecting businesses with workforce development programs. 
 
The Organization Committee will work to enable the WCDC to successfully lead our Downtown  
Revitalization Efforts by continuing to improve communications and public relations, fundraise to keep 
all this moving forward, continue to recruit volunteers, and regularly evaluate our success and next 
steps. 
 
The Promotion Committee is raising awareness of our businesses to increase sales and attract 
shoppers.  Efforts include a calendar of promotional events, participating in community days,  
engaging business owners in retail promotional programs such as adopt-a-business, frequent shopper 
cards, window decorating contests and special shopping days. 
 

About the WCDC 

The WCDC’s partnership with the Institute for Entrepreneurial Excellence (IEE) will assist Wilkinsburg 
businesses to expand and will support new businesses coming into our business district. The IEE is an 

initiative of the University of Pittsburgh.  

The Institute for Entrepreneurial Excellence helps people realize their dreams. The IEE is growing the  
region’s economy by nurturing and promoting new product commercialization, entrepreneurial activity, 
innovative agricultural production, new business creation and growth for established businesses.   
Committed to the interests of every kind of entrepreneur and business owner, the IEE is building the future 
by leveraging the power of the university as a bridge to the community and helping to create the business 
and wealth that supports economic development and vitality for the region.   
 
In 2008, the IEE raised over $44 million in loans and investments for clients to advance their businesses. 
With results unparalleled in the region, the Institute for Entrepreneurial Excellence is recognized as one of 
the ―go-to‖ organizations in Western Pennsylvania for all entrepreneurs, and small and family businesses 
who want to move their business to the next level.  
 

.  

Pitt Partnership helps Wilkinsburg Businesses Expand 

and Grow 

 
The WCDC and the Nine Mile Run Watershed Association teamed up to convert two vacant 
lots into green spaces by cleaning up the area, planting grass and trees, and by installing a 
fence. The lots at 417 Peebles Street and 301 South Avenue were improved through funding 
provided by a Landmarks Community Capital Corporation’s grant from TriState Capital Bank.   

Rosedale Block Cluster has been contracted for ongoing maintenance of the lots. 

   Wilkinsburg Greens Up  
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http://i3.photoblog.com/photos7/24217-1244833033-2-l.jpg
http://i3.photoblog.com/photos7/24217-1243875900-3-l.jpg


Throughout the month of June, leaders from Wilkinsburg’s government, non-profit organizations, the 
Wilkinsburg AID Team , faith-based leadership, law enforcement officials and community residents participated in a 
series of four Leadership Training courses presented by the Community Technical Assistance Center — CTAC—at 
the South Avenue United Methodist Church.  
 
The Leadership Training courses were offered to strengthen the collaborative and leadership skills of  
community stakeholders throughout the Borough. Tracey Evans, Council Member and Secretary of the WCDC, and 
Gail Mitchell Hall, Interim Aid Team coordinator, combined resources to bring these meetings to Wilkinsburg. ―This 
training is one more step towards realizing a vision for the future as we work together on our long-term plans for 
Wilkinsburg.‖ - Tracey Evans. 
 
Over 50 participants attended various sessions of the workshops which included: Team Building,  
Conflict Resolution, Building a Shared Vision, and Diversity/Cultural Competence.  Elaine Burns, Weed and Seed 
Site Liaison, was excited about the results. "Persons in attendance represented all aspects of Wilkinsburg's very 
diverse community -- what a wonderful turnout of committed, caring residents. The training was top notch -- all 
should be very proud!"  

   2009 Leadership Training  

Wilkinsburg Working Together  

Wilkinsburg District Magistrate—the Honorable Kim Coles Hoots, 
Henry Mallory—resident, and Mayor John Thompson attend the 
first CTAC training session. 

YPA’s Top Ten List is published annually as a way to highlight the good work of preservation taking place 
in local communities throughout the Pittsburgh region.  The aim is to connect communities with funders, 
investors, and other resources who can help to accomplish their preservation goals.   

Congratulations, Wilkinsburg! 
  

Selected by the Young Preservationists Association of Pittsburgh as one of the  

“Top Ten Best Preservation Opportunities.”   

YPA Executive Director, Dan Holland and Mayor  
John Thompson at the 2008 annual award reception. 
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Elaine Burns—Weed & Seed , Clark Walter—WCDC,  
and Jean Paige—Family Care Connections. 
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Neighborhood Partnership Plan 

$1,800,000 Tri-State Capital Bank Grant to assist  

Revitalization Efforts in Wilkinsburg 
 
The Wilkinsburg Community Development Corporation is pleased to announce the award of a $1,800,000 
grant to assist in Wilkinsburg’s Business District revitalization efforts, as well as affordable housing, crime 
prevention, green initiatives, and youth engagement.  
 
The grant, which will provide funding over  six years to the Wilkinsburg Community Development  
Corporation, will be used in collaboration with Landmarks Community Capital Corporation.  The goal of 
the funding is to foster the development of collaborations among business firms, neighborhood  
organizations, local government entities and residents to encourage high-impact long-term investment. 
 
―My own commitment to Wilkinsburg goes back years and includes my work in helping 
to found the Wilkinsburg Community Development Corporation. TriState's sponsorship 
of the NPP program is a natural extension of that commitment as well as a confident 
investment by our bank in the WCDC plan for community revitalization. It's great to be 
a part of the team that's successfully moving Wilkinsburg forward." ~ Bill Schenck , 
President—TriState Capital Bank 
 
Our economic  development activities will focus on the business corridor of Penn Avenue and Wood 
Street.  We will continue our efforts to support rehabilitation of vacant and under-used buildings and  
continue façade and streetscape Improvements.   
 
The WCDC Image & Identity campaign will concentrate on improving the overall image of the borough, 
developing a better relationship with the media and dispelling negative perceptions about crime statistics 
and lack of private investment in Wilkinsburg. 
 
With this funding, the WCDC will hire an executive director and administrative coordinator and open new 
office space to serve as a one-stop shop where businesses, organizations and residents can get  
assistance and information. 
 

We will employ a business district staff person to support clean-up efforts, such as litter and graffiti       
removal, supervise beautification projects, and assist with communication between the business owners 
and the borough. 
 
Tracey Evans, WCDC Board Secretary, spearheaded much of the effort for both the 
Main Street and NPP planning process. "When we began the 18 month process of  
developing our Main Street plan, the WCDC committed to move ahead recognizing 
that Main Street is extremely competitive.  All of the hard work and support by the over 
100 volunteers who have participated got us to this point.  We’re so proud of  how far 
we’ve come as an organization.‖ 
 
The WCDC will work with the Borough of Wilkinsburg to begin implementation of the recently completed 
Comprehensive Plan and Business District Revitalization Plan, which provides a road map for physical, 
environmental and financial improvements over the next ten years.  The plan was funded by the  
Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Development. 



 Business District Revitalization Plan 
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PUBLIC OUTREACH 
 
Public participation was a hallmark of the planning process. Public outreach meetings, interviews, press 
releases, Web site postings, E-mail blasts, and direct mailings were designed to reach all sectors and  
interest groups. The participation effort culminated in a week-long design charrette that involved residents, 
business and property owners, elected officials, and stakeholders in workshops, open houses, and 
 individualized interaction about desires and aspirations for the Business District. 

 
CONSENSUS PLAN 
 
After a process that included research, public input, analysis, program and cost alternatives, and  public  
participation in a design charrette, a consensus plan was developed for the Business District.  Key elements of the 
consensus plan are as follows: 

The focus area should be around Penn Avenue and Wood Street, near the Municipal Building and the 
train station.  
The train station should be renovated as a new Busway Station with both public and private commer-
cial space. 

 
The pedestrian underpass  near the train station should be reopened, and the vehicular underpass on 
Penn Avenue should be replaced with a widened entry, including public art.  
Transit Oriented Development should be pursued around the focus area to take advantage of state 
programs and local foundation support.  
The Penn Avenue and Wood Street streetscapes should be improved with new traffic signals, restored 
historic lighting, overhead wire improvements, amenities at intersections, entry features, and public 
art.  
Historically or architecturally important buildings, particularly those in the focus area, should be reno-
vated or stabilized.  
Clusters of blighted, vacant, and tax-delinquent buildings, with emphasis on those outside of the focus 
area, should be demolished, the land put into temporary reuse, and the lots made shovel-ready for new 
development.  
To complement the physical improvements, the Borough should pursue limited liquor licenses for spe-
cialized businesses, architectural design standards, upgraded zoning and land development ordi-
nances, and a traffic study to improve vehicular circulation. 

Physical Improvements 

 

Penn Avenue Traffic Signal Enhancement Project 

      Already underway, the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation is  
upgrading twelve traffic signals in order to provide a coordinated traffic signal system 
along the Penn Avenue corridor.  Work began in September 2009 and is scheduled to 
continue through April 30, 2010. 
 
 Pedestrian safety will be enhanced with the construction of handicap ramps 
and the inclusion of countdown/ don’t –walk indications.  These indications will display 
and countdown the amount of time that a pedestrian has left to cross the intersection. 
 
 In the business section of Wilkinsburg, Penn-Dot is replacing ten decorative 
lamp poles at the intersections of Hay Street, Wood St. and Swissvale Ave. and 
painting the rest of the decorative lampposts along Penn Ave. 
 
 Following the completion of this project the WCDC will be purchasing and  
installing newly designed banners, thanks to a grant from State Representative Joseph 
Preston, Jr. 

This spring, Wilkinsburg was awarded a grant through the Sprout Foundation for the revitalization and  

expansion of the wall mural located at 745 Penn Avenue. The new mural will be developed by 

professional graphic designer and fine artist Brian Holderman, who painted the original Sprout Mural at 
this location in 2003.  Extra thanks to resident Lazae Laspina for her initiative and coordination of this  

project! 

As a complement to this project, Landmarks Community Capital Corporation, through a partnership with  
Tri-State Capital Bank, has contributed funding to improve the physical plan of the Parklet.  Landmarks 

Design Associates is working with the Borough Parks & Recreation Committee, the WCDC Design  

Committee and the Public Art consultants funded by the Heinz Endowments to create a more inviting and   

attractive public space in the center of Wilkinsburg's Business District. 

 

Penn Ave.  
Parklet & 

 Sprout Fund  
Mural to  
Receive  
Facelifts 
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Façade Renovations 

 FAÇADE 

FUNDING 

FOR  

BUSINESS 

DISTRICT 

Wilkinsburg Council President—Eugenia Moore,  Chief of  Police—Ophelia Coleman, Mayor John 

Thompson, Jack Machek—PA DCED Regional Director, and Councilmember Tracey Evans receive        

PA Department of Community and Economic Development  funding for Business District  Façade             

Improvements. 

A commonwealth grant is helping to revitalize Wilkinsburg by encouraging restoration projects that       

enhance the appearance of buildings in the borough’s central business district.  The $30,000 Main Street 

grant is being used to implement and operate a façade improvement program which provides matching 

funds for projects that improve the appearance of individual building facades, signs and awnings.  

 ―I am very excited about the program. If there's a time to do any repairs or even an upgrade to 

your facade now is the time to do it,‖ - Yvonne James, owner, James Flowers & Gifts and first 

recipient of the façade program. 

The Façade Improvement 

Grant is a 50/50 matching 

grant, which funds up to 50% 

of the total project cost, up to 

a maximum of $10,000.  The 

grant will provide funding for 

six storefront improvements. 

Ralph Yearick—WCDC 

Board, Yvonne James—James 

Floral & Gifts,  Mayor John 

Thompson, Jack Machek—

PA DCED Regional Director, 

State Representative Joseph 

Preston, Jr., Councilmember 

Tracey Evans, and Clark 

Walter,  WCDC Board. 
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KEY ACTION ITEMS 
 

There are numerous actions, capital requirements, and hard work for Wilkinsburg to realize the market 
potential of the Business District and its positive impact for the Borough. These are the actions considered 
to be the highest priority. 

 

1.   Initiate a major clean-up and maintenance effort followed by regular street sweeping, litter 
 removal and sidewalk cleaning. 
 
2.   Renovate, stabilize or demolish bighted buildings; hold property owners accountable for 
 paying taxes and complying with building and maintenance codes. 
 
3.   Initiate the Main Street Program and hire a Main Street Manager and WCDC Executive                            
 Director. 
 
4. Promote a major, visible project on Penn Avenue, such as the renovation of the Penn  
      Lincoln Hotel. 
 
5. Engage in a marketing and media relations effort to rebrand the Wilkinsburg Business  

District as safe, “the next big thing, and a desirable place to own a business and shop. 



The boundaries of the Wilkinsburg Business District include Penn Avenue, West of the Borough line, to Montier Street;  
Wood Street from Rebecca Avenue to Wallace Avenue; Ross Avenue from Hay Street to Center Street; 
South Avenue from Hay Street to Wood Street; and Hay Street from South Avenue to Wallace Avenue. 
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